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From : WEDNESDAY  FEBRUARY 23rd 2005



TODAY’S TOP STORIES  –  Blink-182, KoRn, Ben Lee, Sugarcult
Who Blinked First?

There was more to Blink-182’s cancellation at the Music For Relief benefit show that initially met the eye.  Camp Freddy’s Dave Navarro hinted at a split in his website blog, and now comes word that the band has decided to take “an indefinite hiatus.”  A statement on the matter reads: “For over a decade, Blink-182 has toured, recorded and promoted non-stop all while trying to balance relationships with family and friends.  To that end, the band has decided to go on an indefinite hiatus to spend some time enjoying the fruits of their labors with loved ones.  While there is no set plan for the band to begin working together again, no one knows what tomorrow may bring.”  At present, tomorrow will at least bring a new album from drummer Travis Barker’s side project, The Transplants.  It is not known if Tom DeLonge or Mark Hoppus will be pursuing individual musical interests.

Head Out

KoRn will pursue their musical future minus the services of longtime guitarist Brian “Head” Welch.  The group issued a statement saying: “KoRn has parted ways with guitarist Brian “Head” Welch, who has chosen the Lord Jesus Christ as his savior, and will be dedicating his musical pursuits to that end.  KoRn respects Brian’s wishes and hopes he finds the happiness he is searching for.”  As for the rest of the band, KoRn remains a tight-knit group who are working on their eighth album, due this September.

Waking Ben Lee
Ben Lee returned to record stores this week with “Awake Is The New Sleep,” one of the year’s early music surprises.  Lee told us that much of the record was influenced by meditation and opening up his mind to all the possibilities of life.  “It’s like that childhood dream where you’re in your house and you suddenly realize there’s another room that you never went into,” says Lee, “That was like the experience of making this record, realizing that there were so many stones left unturned.  Whereas before the unknown stressed me out, something changed in me where I started realizing that the exciting thing about living was the not knowing.  I started making music that was almost devotional music about the mystery…It was like ‘Wow, life is going totally different than I planned.  How awesome’!”  The upbeat album includes the lead single, “Catch My Disease,” which features backing vocalist from Rilo Kiley’s Jenny Lewis, Har Mar Superstar, Jason Falkner and others.  (see SOUND BITE)

Sugarcult Take Action With The Power Of Music

Sugarcult pulls into Portland, Oregon tonight as part of the Take Action tour, and the band is finding out just how powerful that music can be. Guitarist Marko 72 told us, “The Take Action tour always kind of stuck out for us because we thought it was cool that there was a tour going out there not only for the sake of a good show…but also for the higher purpose of raising awareness for issues that need more attention.”  Marko says he’s learned through touring just how much their music has had an effect on their fans.  The guitarist explained, “We’re starting to get things from other parts of the world.  [We’ve got] a fan in Australia that’s dying of cancer and our record is something that’s holding her hand.  We’ve never been to Australia physically, so just to think that your little three-minute songs you write in a small garage in Santa Barbara…it’s amazing to think that it can have that kind of power.”  The Take Action Tour continues through March 12th.  (see SOUND BITE) MORE 
TODAY’S TOP STORIES - Foo Fighters, Bono, Oasis, Alice In Chains

Jonesing For Foo Fighters?

The Foo Fighters have satisfied their “jones” for musical contributions.  In fact, they’ve nabbed a pair of Joneses for their upcoming two-disc DVD.  Led Zeppelin bassist John Paul Jones and GRAMMY-winning chanteuse Norah Jones will make guest appearances on the disc.  Chris Shiflett says via the band’s message board, “That guy [John Paul Jones] is like royalty but he was so down to earth and cool.  It was incredible.  Of course we managed to sneak in a few Zeppelin trivia questions and he even riffed ‘Kashmir’ on the mellotron for a minute.”  As for Norah Jones, Shiflett said her contribution has “a really cool Elvis Costello vibe to it.  Her voice is beautiful and fits the song really nice.”  The group is currently finishing up the still-untitled effort, which is due this summer.

Bono Offers Bush Suggestions

U2 vocalist and tireless campaigner Bono has a few suggestions for President Bush as he prepares to visit Europe.  The singer told The New York Times, “If the United States and Europe really want to repair their relationship, they should look to another continent - Africa.  Both America and Europe have a stake in preventing African states for crumbling.  Both have an interest in ending the poverty that breeds violence, and both feel a moral obligation to stop the haemorrhaging of life.”  Bono suggested that Bush try to help Europeans understand American generosity, by reminding people that the US has gotten more AIDS drugs to Africans than anybody else.  “He should also underscore that Americans want to ensure that the money is spent responsibility,” added the singer.

Definitely, Not Maybe

Oasis has had a few bumps in the road, but guitarist Noel Gallagher told NME their new disc is definitely finished.  Gallagher said it’s been a difficult year, but elaborated, “Not difficult in that everyone’s been feeling down about things, just frustrating that we thought we got to the finishing line, but when it came to it, it just wasn’t worthy of putting out.”  Gallagher said the band also had the pressure of making the record worthy of the length of time it took to record it.  Noel claims the record is on schedule for a late May release and that a possible album title is “The Ear Has No Memory.”

Alice In Chains Find Heart, Perfection

It was a moment that many Alice In Chains fans had been waiting for.  The living members of the group reunited onstage as part of a tsunami benefit gig in Seattle.  Their performance was done in two portions, with each welcoming a variety of guest musicians.  During the acoustic set, the band worked through “No Excuses,” “Down In A Hole,” and “Brother” with Heart’s Ann Wilson helping out.  The electric set found Puddle Of Mudd’s Wes Scantlin taking on “Angry Chair” and “Would,” A Perfect Circle’s Maynard James Keenan lending powerful vocals to “Them Bones” and “Man In A Box,” and Damageplan’s Patrick Lachman joining Keenan, Scantlin, Wilson, and the Alice In Chains crew for “Rooster.”  The show raised over $100,000 for relief efforts.

Good News For Phantom Planet Who Loves Bad News

Phantom Planet has landed a movie cameo in the upcoming Bad News Bears remake.  Darren Robinson says via the band’s online blog, “We covered ‘Wipeout’ by The Safaris and ‘Uncontrollable Urge’ by Devo, and appeared as a punk band called The Bloodfarts.  You know that name is genius.  There’s no denying it.”  Robinson said the opportunity also allowed him to meet one of his favorite directors, Richard Linklater, who is helming the flick. They had a conversation during the break about the books of Jane Roberts and the effect on Linklater’s film Waking Life. 
MORE TODAY’S TOP STORIES - Kid Rock, Libertines, Andrew WK, Jayhawks

Officer Rocked By Autograph Request

VanderbiltHustler.com reports that a campus university officer was fired due to “the perception of preferential treatment” while giving a warning to rock star Kid Rock.  The officer, 13-year vet Juan Monarez, requested an autograph during a traffic stop.  VUPD captain of operations Pat Cunningham said that Monarez smelled the odor of alcohol coming from the vehicle that Rock was driving.  However, the musician said he hadn’t been drinking and that the smell was from his other occupants.  Monarez considered the explanation sufficient and let Rock go with a warning.

Music Bails Doherty Out, Barat Goes Solo

Estranged Libertines singer Pete Doherty was granted a change in his bail conditions, which allowed him to play a Tuesday night show in London.  Judge David Radford allotted Doherty’s curfew to be changes for the one night only.  Radford also granted a request to have the singer’s bond reduced from $280,000 to $185,000, but said that changes to the bail would not be a regular occurrence.  Doherty faces an April 18th court date to answer to charges of robbery and blackmail.  Elsewhere, things are looking more positive for Doherty’s former band mate Carl Barat.  The other half of The Libertines’ song writing and singing team just inked a solo deal overseas with Vertigo Records.  Barat also hinted that his backing band might include members of The Libertines.

W.K. Signs Away

Andrew W.K.  is noted for his generosity toward fans, but the singer took things to extremes during a trip to Japan to promote his sophomore album “The Wolf.”  He conducted a non-stop, 24-hour autograph marathon, where he not only signed items but also personalized letters to as many fans as possible.  In addition, fans who couldn’t make it to the event sent in items that Andrew autographed and shipped back.  W.K. also visited with several radio stations, and the event eventually stretched into a 36-hour session. You can watch highlights of Andrew W.K.’s marathon day via his website at awkworld.com.

Jayhawks Fans Blue?

Jayhawks principals Gary Louris and Mark Olson have reunited for a tour, but Louris says that the group is essentially finished.  “I don’t think we’re going to do anything else,” Louris told the Minneapolis Star Tribune.  “We felt like we’ve done that enough.  Everybody just wants to do something else.  We haven’t completely closed the door, but…I’d say it’s dead.” Louris has written tracks for others and hopes to start a production career shortly.  The Jayhawks’ last record was 2003’s “Rainy Day Music.”

From Nothing To Cold White To Sever

Former Nothingface members Tom Maxwell, Tommy Sickles, and Jerry Montano have resurfaced in a new band with ex-Skrape frontman Billy Keeton. Initially the group chose the moniker Cold White Christ, but has since changed the name to Sever.  The boys have been working on new material and will make their live debut shortly.  Maxwell said in a recent update that the group has nearly 30 tracks to choose from, and that after Jerry Montano returns from playing with Danzig, they’ll start rehearsing for a March 21st gig in Baltimore.

MORE TODAY’S TOP STORIES - JAMMY Awards, Jack Johnson, Citizen Cope

McGee, Allstars Lead Jammy Nods

The GRAMMYS have passed, but the fifth annual JAMMY Awards are right around the corner.  The annual ceremony, which honors the best in jam band music, takes place April 26th at New York’s Madison Square Garden.  The North Mississippi Allstars and Umphrey McGee lead the charge with three nominations apiece.  Phil Lesh will host the ceremony, while keeping his fingers crossed that two of his nominations pan out.  Performers will be announced in the coming weeks.

Quick Stuff

Jack Johnson will make several in-store appearances to promote his upcoming release, “In Between Dreams.”  Fans can catch Jack at New York’s 4th And Broadway Tower Records (2/28), Philadelphia’s Tower Record (3/1), in Toronto (3/2, venue TBA), Boston’s Virgin Megastore (3/3), San Diego’s Lou’s (3/5), Los Angeles’ Sherman Oaks Tower Records (3/5), and San Francisco’s Virgin Megastore (3/6).  He’ll also be the musical guest on the March 12th Saturday Night Live, which features host David Spade.

Handsome Boy Modelling School is taking their “class” on the road.  Chest Rockwell and Nathaniel Merriweather will welcome several “special guests” on the trek, helping them recreate the music from their recent release, “White People.”  The trek begins March 28th in Hollywood.  (see ON THE BUS, SOUND

BITE)

Citizen Cope will hit the road headlining shows supporting his “The Clarence Greenwood Recordings” album.  The vocalist kicks off the trek March 9th in Boston.  Prior to the trek, be sure to tune in to Last Call With Carson Daly March 1st to see Citizen Cope perform.  (see ON THE BUS)
Primus’ Les Claypool has composed the opening theme music for the new animated series, Robot Chicken.  The show is the latest entry to The Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim programming.
Strata and Crossfade have enjoyed their SnoCore touring so much that they’ve decided to continue together after the tour ends.  Look for the two acts hooking up for dates beginning March 23rd in Albany.  (see ON THE BUS)
Yo La Tengo have compiled a career-spanning set titled “Prisoners Of Love: A Smattering Of Scintilating Senescent Songs: 1985-2003.”  The disc drops in stores March 22nd.
VCR Alert: Silvertide will make their national television debut March 3rd on ABC’s Jimmy Kimmel Live.

Blabbermouth.net reports that video director Dale Restighini will direct “The Taste Of Chaos” concert DVD this weekend in New Jersey.  The tour features The Used, My Chemical Romance, Killswitch Engage, Unearth, A Static Lullaby, Senses Fail, and Opiate For The Masses among others.

Celeb Stuff

Gene Scott, the shaggy white-haired TV minister who graced cable screens as part of The University Network, died Monday at the age of 75.  Scott, a longtime pastor for the Los Angeles University Cathedral, raised millions of dollars via his cable and online broadcasts.  Scott recently suffered a stroke.

SOUND BITES (Supplied as MP3 files)   today’s actualities - Ben Lee, Sugarcult, Handsome Boy

1. Ben Lee comments on receiving the gift of music:

incue - I think of it

outcue - happen properly

:34

2. Sugarcult’s Marko 72 talks about the power that music can have and how they decided to use that to bring attention to the Take Action tour: incue - So just to think

outcue - with Take Action

:50

3. Handsome Boy Modeling School’s Nathaniel Merriweather and Chest Rockwell discuss how their “class” translates to the performance stage: incue - The thing about

outcue - us as well


:18

ON THE BUS    artists on tour - Strata/Crossfade

3/23
Albany, NY
State Theatre

3/24
Ft. Walton Beach, FL
The Swamp

3/25
Baton Rouge, LA
Varsity Theatre

3/26
New Orleans, LA
House Of Blues

3/27
Houston, TX
Meridian

3/29
Austin, TX
The Back Room

3/30
Odessa, TX
Dos Amigos

4/1
Albuquerque, NM
Sunshine Theatre

4/2
Tempe, AZ
Tempe Music Festival

4/4
Las Vegas, NV
House Of Blues

4/6
Anaheim, CA
House Of Blues

4/7
Modesto, CA
Fat Cat

4/8
Orangevale, CA
Boardwalk

4/9
Sparks, NV
New Oasis

4/10
San Jose, CA
Zoe Nightclub

4/12
Boise, ID
Big Easy

4/13
Seattle, WA
Graceland

4/14
Portland, OR
Roseland Theater

4/15
Spokane, WA
Big Easy

4/16
Missoula, MT
Wilma Theater

4/18
Englewood, CO
Gothic Theater

4/20
Columbia, MO
Blue Note

ON THE BUS    artists on tour - Citizen Cope

3/9
Boston, MA
Paradise

3/10
Sayreville, NJ
Starland Ballroom

3/11
New York, NY
Irving Plaza

3/12
Washington, DC
9:30 Club

3/15
Detroit, MI
Magic Bag

3/16
Cleveland, OH
Grog Shop

3/17
Pittsburgh, PA
Dowes

3/18
Philadelphia, PA
Theatre Of Living Arts

3/19
Towson, MD
Recher Theatre

3/21
Charlotte, NC
Casbah/Tremont

3/22
Charleston, SC
Music Farm

3/23
Atlanta, GA
Vinyl

3/24
Nashville, TN
3rd & Lindsley

3/25
Louisville, KY
Headliner’s

3/26
Chicago, IL
Schuba’s Tavern
(2 shows)

ON THE BUS    artists on tour - Handsome Boy Modeling School

3/28
W. Hollywood, CA
House Of Blues

3/29
Solana Beach, CA
Belly Up Tavern

3/31
Anaheim, CA
House Of Blues

4/1
Santa Cruz, CA
Catalyst

4/2
San Francisco, CA
Fillmore

4/3
Portland, OR
Berbati’s Pan

4/4
Seattle, WA
Showbox

4/6
Boulder, CO
Fox Theatre

4/7
Omaha, NE
Sokol Auditorium

4/8
Minneapolis, MN
Quest Club

4/9
Chicago, IL
House Of Blues

4/10
Bloomington, IN
Bluebird Nightclub

4/11
Ann Arbor, MI
Blind Pig

4/12
Cleveland, OH
House Of Blues

4/15
S. Burlington, VT
Higher Ground

4/16
Philadelphia, PA
Theatre Of Living Arts

4/17
Washington, DC
9:30 Club

4/18
New Haven, CT
Toad’s Place

4/19
Boston, MA
Paradise Rock Club

4/20
New York, NY
Irving Plaza

TUNED IN    who’s on the tube - Ian Brown, Goldfinger, Secret Machines

David Letterman - Actor Michael J. Fox and actress Amanda Bynes (Robots).

Jay Leno - Actor Vince Vaughn (Be Cool), NASCAR’s Jeff Gordon, actress Tyler Hilton (TV’s One Tree Hill).

Craig Ferguson - Actor Thomas Haden Church (Sideways), boxing promoter Don King, actress Maria Bamford.

Conan O’Brien - Actress Christina Ricci (Cursed), and musical guests Ian Brown with Noel Gallagher.

Carson Daly - Actor Seth Green (TV’s Robot Chicken, Family Guy), NBA analyst Bill Walton and musical guests Goldfinger.

Jimmy Kimmel - Simon Cowell (TV’s American Idol), actress Michelle Rodriguez (Control), and musical guests The Secret Machines.

That 70’s Show - Eric inspires Jackie to take control of her life, after she freezes on camera during her own public access show. (FOX, 8:00pm)

Lost - Michael and Jin’s mutual contempt escalates when Michael accuses Jin of burning down the raft the survivors had been building. (ABC, 8:00pm)

Alias - With Nadia’s life on the line, Sydney must race to bring down former nemesis Anna Espinosa (Gina Torres). (ABC, 9:00pm)

ON THIS DAY   momentous events - Brad Whitford, Lasse Johannson, Michael Wilton

2000 - Carlos Santana received a record-tying eight GRAMMYS for music from his “Supernatural” album.  Michael Jackson set the record back in 1984 when he won awards for “Thriller.”

Birthdays

Brad Whitford - The Aerosmith guitarist is 53.

Lasse Johannson - The Cardigans guitarist/keyboardist is 32.

Michael Wilton - The Queensryche lead guitarist is 43.

Peter Fonda - The actor (Easy Rider, Ulee’s Gold) is 65.

Patricia Richardson - The actress (TV’s Home Improvement) is 54.

Kristin Davis - The actress (TV’s Sex & The City, Melrose Place) is 40.
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